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Exercise 5: Creating CSS Buttons–the Top Nav Bar 

Part One: Create the Exercise 5 Page 

1. Copy and paste your template.htm file (CTRL C, CTRL V), then drag and drop Copy of template.htm 

onto your exercises folder. Rename the file ex5-fin-tem.htm. 

2. Supply this <title>: Exercise 5: The Finished Template, YourFullName, IDCC 370, Fall Ψмл, Bentley 

University, Waltham, MA 02452 

3. Delete all the greeked text in your content div except for the <h1> YourNameΩǎ L5// отл Template, 

Spring 2010  

a. Add the word Finished to the <h1> so it reads YourFullName IDCC 370 Finished 

Template, Fall 2010 

b. Add this heading at the <h2> level: Using CSS to Create a Navigation Bar with Buttons 

4. You are now ready to create the top navigation buttons that will appear just below the banner. 

Part Two: Creating the CSS Navigation Buttons 

1. You are about to create below your banner the most common kind of CSS navigation bar on the 

Web today: the unordered list, styled to look like a horizontal row of buttons.  

          Here is how your whole page will look by the time you complete Part Two and Part Three of 

this exercise:  

 

 
 

          In this screenshot, the Home button in the top and bottom navigation bars is grayed out, as if 

this were the home page. The navy blue Survey button is shown in its hover state; all other buttons 

styled in red with a 2px blue border are in the inactive <a> hyperlink state. Notice that all buttons 

are the same size and separated by small margins.  
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          By the way, these separate buttons could be styled in a bar spanning the entire page, with a 

colored background and white line separators. Buttons, as you may have guessed, could also have 

backgrounds and appear as graphics. ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǾŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŀȅŜŘ 

ƻǳǘέ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ In class, we will style the navigation bar based on this simpler model that you see here, 

but out of class, you should feel free to experiment with the look and feel of your bar relative to 

your banner. 5ƻƴΩǘ ƻōǎŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ  

This screenshot shows your banner and navigation bar as they should now look in Dreamweaver:  

 

2. Note: in completing the button-making process, be sure to save your file as ex5-fin-tem.htm 

periodically.  

3. Prepare the <ul> tag to hold all the <li> and <a> tag style rules. The rules you create here will apply 

to everything held within the unordered list. 

a. Select the entire unordered list by clicking on the <ul> tag selector in the status bar. 

b. Create a New CSS Rule for the ul and define it in your 370.css file. If you have performed 

all operations correctly, you should see the following edit screen, indicating the 

contextual selectors where ul is nested in #header which is nested in #wrapper: 

 

4. Select OK.  
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5. When the CSS Rule Definition edit screen appears, input the following rules:  

a. Type: Font, Size, Style, Weight, and Color (I chose Arial bold at 80%, but vary this if you 

want.) 

b. Block: Text align (I chose center, but pick what looks good to you.) 

c. List: Type: none (This rule takes away the bullets.) 

6. Check your 370.css file to make sure that these rules are being input at the bottom of the page, right 

after your .botnavbarcurrent rules. 

7. Next, you are going to style the look of each list item <li>. To do this, click on any link, and create a 

new CSS Rule. When the New CSS Rule edit box appears, make sure that your Selector shows this 

contextual set: #wrapper #header ul li   

          Select OK. When the CSS Rule Definition edit screen appears, input the following two rules:  

a. Box: Float: left (Floating each list item to the left causes the vertical set of anchors to 

appear horizontally inline). 

b. Margin: 0.1em (This tiny little margin separates the list items, thereby spacing the 

άōǳǘǘƻƴǎ.έ) 

8. Now the fun begins: styling the <a> tag so that each hyperlink looks like a button. First, save your 

370.css file. Remember to save this file often throughout the exercise.  

          When ready, click on any link, and create a new CSS Rule. When the New CSS Rule edit box 

appears, make sure that your Selector shows this contextual set: #wrapper #header ul li a 

          Select OK. When the CSS Rule Definition edit screen appears, input the following rules: 

a. Type: Color, Decoration: none, Line height (Decoration: none eliminates the link 

underline. Line height determines the size of your buttons; I chose 2.2em, but feel free 

to make yours larger or smaller). 

b. Background: Background color (Suggestion: Pick a color from your banner for a 

coherent and pleasing color palette). 

c. BlockΥ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅΥ ōƭƻŎƪ ό¢Ƙƛǎ ǊǳƭŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ άōǳǘǘƻƴέ 

look. 

d. BoxΥ ²ƛŘǘƘ ό{Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άōǳǘǘƻƴέΤ L ŎƘƻǎŜ сŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

this). 

e. Border: Style, Width, and Color (Suggestion: Pick a color from your banner for a 

coherent and pleasing color palette; make sure you can see this border color against the 

background of your button and page). 

9. If all has gone well, you now have a spiffy set of buttons staring you in the face. Be sure to browser 

test your page thus far, and save your 370.css file. The remaining two sets of rules, for the hover 

and active states of <a> will be simple compared to this one. 
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10. When ready, click on any link, and create a new CSS Rule. When the New CSS Rule edit box appears, 

make sure that your Selector shows this contextual set: #wrapper #header ul li  a:hover 

a. Background: Background color (Suggestion: Pick the color of your border from 

#wrapper #header ul li a). 

b. Border: Style, Width, and Color (Suggestion: Pick the color of your background from 

#wrapper #header ul li a). 

11. If all has gone well, you now have an impressive hover state for your buttons. Be sure to browser 

test your page to see if the hover style works and is what you want. Save your 370.css file. Now 

create the active state: 

a. Background: Background color (Suggestion: Pick a dramatically different color than the 

background from #wrapper #header ul li a; I chose gray, but you may want something 

more interesting from your color palette). 

b. Border: Style, Width, and Color (Suggestion: Pick the color of your border from 

#wrapper #header ul li a:hover). 

12. If all has gone well, you now have a completely functional and nice looking navigation bar loaded 

with buttons. Be sure to browser test your page to see if the whole thing works. Feel free to tweak 

the styles to suit your taste. Be sure to save your 370.css file.  
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Part Three: Creating the .current Class 

1. The class you are about to create, which we will name .current, styles the navigation button of the 

page you are on and therefore cannot be linked to itself. In deleting the link, you actually kill all the 

styles that had been applied. Do you see why that is? (HintΥ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ άōǳǘǘƻƴέ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ 

the <a> tag; when that tag goes away, so do all the styles. Any style rules in the ul and li selectors 

will pertain, however.) 

2. The easiest way to create this class .current is to perform all the following actions in your 370.css 

file, right after the set of rules you just created for the top navigation bar.  

a. Copy all the rules for #wrapper #header ul li a. Go to the end of your style sheet and paste 

the rules. Now delete #wrapper #header ul li a and in its place put the class .current.  

b. Change the background color (I chose gray for the background). You also need to delete 

the text-decoration rule, since this rule no longer styles a hyperlink. 

c. Test the class .current by applying it to the Home hyperlink.  

i. The best way to make sure you have the entire <a> tag is to click on the tag selector in 

the status bar for the Home hyperlink.  

ii. In the Properties edit panel, delete the link. Click on your page. Your cool button will 

disappear.   Ouch! Your navigŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳƎƭȅΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΧΦ 

iii. Click anywhere on the Home label and attach the class .current. The grayed out state 

of the button now prevails and the link is killed. If all went well, your navigation bar 

will look something like this: 

 

iv. Your visitors now have a pleasing visual cue indicating their present location in the 

top-tier of gateway pages on your site. Eventually, you will perform this operation on 

the About Me, Essay, Survey, Exercises, and Site Map labels on their gateway pages 

as well. 

3. Now is a good time to FTP ex5-fin-tem.htm and 370.css to the server. Test your nav bar behavior on 

the Internet, making sure that all states and hyperlinks function correctly. 

Part Four: Writing the Documentation 

1. The first step in documentation is to comment thoroughly your new styles in 370.css, especially 

these: .banner; #wrapper #header ul, list-style: none, #wrapper #header ul li, float: left, margin: 

0.1em; #wrapper #header ul a, display: block, line-height, width; .current. (On pages 3 and 4 of this 

exercise, I have given you hints of what your comments might reasonably be.) 

2. After <h2> Using CSS to Create a Navigation Bar with Buttons, explain carefully what this part of 

the exercise is doing, namely:  
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a. Creating a fully functioning CSS styled unordered list navigation bar with a .current class 

for non-hyperlinks. Reproduce the class rules and comments for the complete ul in this 

section of the exercise. Carefully analyze the rules and the process involved in creating the 

entire navigation bar with CSS buttons. 

b. Replacing the old hyperlink system with the new. Explain briefly the process you went 

through to create your navigation bar. Refer to the navigation bar on your ex5-fin-

tem.htm page as an example of the final product. Explain also why you think your 

navigation bar is effective and well-designed. 

3. Spell-check your page and make sure that your documentation is well-written. Print the page and 

pour over it carefully, marking out errors and badly phrased sections with a pen. Correct all 

problems on the page, and save it again as ex5-fin-tem.htm. You most likely will need to perform 

this editing process a number of times. 

4. When you are certain that all is well, FTP to the server ex5-fin-tem.htm and 370.css in their 

completed and final form. Test your entire page on the Internet, making sure that the banner, all 

style rules, and hyperlinks function correctly. 

5. That completes this exercise. Now you simply need to update all pertinent pages on your site that sit 

inside your template. 

²ƘŜǿΧΦΦCongratulations on a job well-ŘƻƴŜΦ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘŀȅŀΧΦΦ  

Now you can take a little rest. 

 


